
 
FINAL EXAM, SPRING 2004, 
 
Instructions: You have three hours to complete this closed book exam. You may use a laptop computer, but you cannot 
access any material on your hard drive or online. If you choose to use your laptop but cannot print-out, please provide the 
disk to Marlene or Charlene. Please turn-in these pages with your final. Do not discuss any aspect of this exam with your 
colleagues. POINT VALUE - each of the six questions will have roughly the same value so plan your time accordingly. 
Good luck!  
 

1. Last year Congo Markey filed legislation on amusement park rides (page #3). Saturday, May 3, 2004, 
Mr. Mordarsky died at Six Flags in Agawam MA after falling out of a roller coaster ride known as the 
Superman Ride of Steel. Now Congo Markey is all over the news discussing safety at amusement parks.  

 
(a) If I want to fully understand what Section 2 of this legislation means, what must I do? 
(b) If this bill passes, how soon will the Consumer Product Safety Commission have the necessary $ to expand 

their oversight of amusement parks?  
(c) This bill was introduced last May and then referred to Committee. Nothing has happened since. Having 

read John Kingdon's book, what advice do you have for Congo Markey about agenda setting?  
(d) Describe at least 5 things that Cong. Markey can do to better the odds that HR 2207 will become law? (the 

more important the better)  
(e) If Cong. Markey gave a speech on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives where would I find it?  

 
2. This week the Food and Drug Administration published a proposed rule regarding food labeling. The first 

of this multi-page rule is attached (page #4). 
 

(a) What is the Federal Register?  
(b) What is the CFR and how would I use it?  
(c) This is a proposed rule. What is a proposed rule and why do we have them? What criticism would 

Lowi make about most rulemaking these days? (essentially the central thesis of his book)  
(d) This proposed rule has a 60 day comment period. What is a comment period and what federal 

statute must be followed in all rulemaking?  
(e) This proposed rule is round two of something that began way back in 1995. Is that surprising? 

Why or why not?  
(f) Letters must be in by July 6. If I wanted to write a letter in response to this proposed rule, what 

advice would you give me (not about the substance of this particular proposed rule, but generic 
advice about being effective)?  

(g) Background materials related to the proposed rule are available at the FDA's webpage. Can you 
give a couple of examples of documents we might find there? 

 
3. Justice Breyer described traditional justifications/rationale for regulation. Relying on his work and/or 

others, can you describe at least five justifications for government regulation?  
 

4. Attached please find the summary sheet of the President's FYO5 proposed budget, found on OMB's 
website (pages #5 & 6) 

 
(a) What is OMB and what are its main two roles? (b) What FY are we in now? When does it end?  
(b) The President's budget lists money to be spent under "discretionary budget authority" as well as 

"mandatory outlays". Describe the difference?  
(c) In. total, mandatory dollars outnumber the discretionary dollars. How does this fit in the overall trend of 

federal spending?  
(d) The President's budget highlights the provision of a 50% increase in the number of children receiving food 

and education assistance in developing countries under the McGovern-Dole program (aka international 
school lunch). As administrator of that program, why should I hold off celebrating? (describe the process it 
will take before you get the $ in your hand) 

 
5. Describe what you learned about the policymaking process from reading Deborah Stone's book. 

 
 
 
 
 



EXTRA CREDIT  
 

1. The Massachusetts Legislature has a citizen's petition option. What IS this?  
2. How much is a subscription to the Boston Herald?  
3. How many justices on the Supreme Court?  
4. How many representatives are there in Congress?  

 






